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Evaluation

As mentioned earlier, Ritter’s concept of the unity of nature sm,qpl)f r-eﬂeclt ed 111313 tele-
ological standpoint and he saw the unity as an evidence of God S divine ? én.d’ ven in
the arrangement of the regions (i.e. the continents) he saw an e\(ldenge of God’s plan,
Asia, said Ritter, represents the sunrise where the early 01v111;at10n of man ﬂourlghed,
Africa represents the noon — because of the smoothness of outline gnd the uniformity of
_climate; the inhabitants are induced to slumber and to shun outside contacts. Europe
_ represents the sunset, or the end of the day, the culmination of man’s greatest accom-
plishments. The polar regions represent mid-night, where land and people are locked in
eternal sleep. He enlarged the concept of the land hemisphere and remarked that this
* was also a part of God’s plan. Only in this central location among the earth’s land areas
that a world-conquering civilization could arise.

- Ritter’s teleological standpoint with regard to the major regions of the world was
subject to criticism as his contemporaries felt that religion could not provide explanations
of natural phenomeéna, especially in the arrangement of the major regions (i.e. continents).
His view that “among all the creatures on the earth only man could comprehend the
existence of a divine plan and so could adjust his life tq it and make maximum use of

god’s gifts”, was also criticised as valueless and unscientific becanse it did not take into
account the concept of struggle and survival. '

. Ritt.efs signiﬁcqn'cg as a scientist lies in his thorough and critical study of sources
and his ability to systematise extensive material. He seems to have laid the foundation of
the holistic tradition in the nineteenth century geography. ‘

Ritter’s influence in the development of the met
the middle of the nineteenth century was of much great
influence beyond the range of his immediate students a
sense of the term, whereag Hugnboldt’s influence was on the non-geographers. Ritter
repeatedly ?xpounded his views on the nature and problems of geography in
methodological papers, Humboldt’s numerous dis ' e
scattered through his general writings. For thi

_ : this re i ion of
geography to other sciences was lost sight of for ne by el LTI

: : arly a century, Undoubtedly, Rittef
. ) . Undoubtedly,
gave to geography its systematic frame which remained valid for);he successiveyperiods

hodology of geography during
€r importance. He exerted great
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